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large. It was observed, however, that this unfamiliar
political figure showed great skill in his management
of the Carlton Club Meeting, and it was in some
degree due to his skill in striking the right note
that the majority in favour of breaking up the Coali-
tion was substantial.

The Carlton Club Meeting was a decisive event
both in post-War political history and in the fortunes
of the Chamberlain family. Mr. Austen Chamberlain,
who could in all probability have continued in the
Leadership of the Conservative Party if he had cared
to associate himself with the revolt, preferred, as one
would expect of him, to go down with the ship of
which he had been second in command. The result
was that the Leadership of the Conservative Party,
and with it the reversion to the Premiership in the
probable event of a successful General Election passed
back again from Mr. Austen Chamberlain to Mr.
Bonar Law. In fact Mr. Bonar Law died before
Mr. Austen Chamberlain's official reconciliation with
the Conservative Party, and so in consequence
another and younger man was chosen for the succes-
sion, and the Leadership passed from Mr. Austen
Chamberlain for ever.

The result of the Carlton Club Meeting therefore,
and of the events arising out of it, was to deprive
the second Chamberlain, whom public opinion had
marked out for the Premiership, of his chance of
holding that high office. But it was to bring this
much compensation: it opened the pathway to the
Premiership for the third member of the family,
who had been destined for a business life and was
as yet wholly unassociated in the public mind with
the prospect of high political office.

In October of 1922 it would, however, have
required the eye of faith to discern any such eventu-
ality in the happenings of that month. Mr. Chamber-